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W 
hat’s in a name? For Jaime King, it’s everything. 
Named after Lindsay Wagner’s character, Jaime 
Sommers, in The Bionic Woman, the model-
turned-actress has flourished in her career  
to become just that — a strong woman who 
knows what she wants and isn’t afraid to take 

action. She rose to the top of her modelling career at 19, only to 
leave it behind to follow her creative passions on the silver screen. 
Since then she’s starred in Pearl Harbour, White Chicks and Sin City. 
Now, Jaime is thriving in her latest role — motherhood.

Ultimately, Jaime is a woman undeterred. The 35-year-old  
Hart of Dixie star endured eight years of pain, undiagnosed 
polycystic ovary syndrome and endometriosis before finally being 
able to conceive. As a mother she is supportive; Instagram posts 
of her breastfeeding (which she thinks should not be a taboo)  
or singing along to songs from Frozen for her son James is not 
an issue. It’s this sense of genuineness, affability and confidence 
that impresses and proves there’s more to this multifaceted actress 
than natural beauty and innate talent.

Her beauty is timeless and her style appears effortless, but 
make no mistake; Jaime King is a woman who accomplishes 
the goals she sets with nothing less than perseverance, loyalty  
to herself and hard work.

You rose to the top of the modelling industry only to venture into 
acting. Was it always your goal to appear on screen?
It was always my goal to create, whether writing, acting, directing 
or photography. When I modelled, it was really an opportunity for 
me to learn as much as I could about the craft of photography and 
film. I also, of course, love fashion, so it was really a perfect segue 
into film-making.
 I grew up in Nebraska, so I didn’t have much opportunity to be 
exposed to the arts. I was lucky because my mother encouraged 
me to pursue those endeavours, so I’d go to the library and study 

as much as I could. We didn’t have much to do in Nebraska, so  
I ended up having a lot of time to explore, and learn and grow.

I got to the point in my modelling career where I was at the 
top of my game and had the best campaigns and realised that  
I wasn’t learning anything anymore. At that time, people didn’t 
go from modelling to acting. So when I wanted to start acting, 
they all thought I was bananas. I never felt like I had anything  
to lose because I didn’t know the industry. For me, it was coming 
from a pure and innocent place — which worked in my favour 
because it allowed me to be very free in my acting and expression.
Now that you’re acting, do you want to go back to modelling?
That’s interesting because I haven’t really modelled since I was 
19 other than at photo shoots for press. I love doing them since 
it’s a beautiful expression and art form in which you’re creating 
an experience — you’re capturing a feeling or emotion within one 
still photograph. That’s very powerful.
No life or career is free from conflict. Can you take us through  
a time when you had to surmount your own personal adversity?
I think there’s always some personal adversity. That’s just part 
of growing as a person. When I first started acting there was  
a moment when I realised I had a big responsibility to be  
successful. I did a film called Bulletproof Monk; I screen tested 
a million times and got the coveted role, but it ended up 
underperforming. I remember feeling that all the fun and joy was 
sucked out of it.

It was disheartening and a big eye opener for me. I learnt 
that all I can do is go out there and do my best and put my heart 
and soul into my performances. I’m not playing anything — 
my performances are different dimensions of myself. We’re all 
multidimensional in our consciousness. It’s about tapping into 
that and giving a performance where people don’t feel alone in the 
world. I want people to feel connected and that they’re walking 
this life and sharing their experience with someone — that’s the 
magic of great story telling.

KING OF QUEENS
When it comes to being hot, happy and successful,  

Jaime King rules the roost at her own pace, as she tells 
ELLE Malaysia in this exclusive. Interview by Dana Priggé. 

Photography by Matteo Rigamonti.  
Styling by Derek Warburton

White fur cape and matching 
briefs, Dolce & Gabanna. 
Pearl necklace with pendant, 
Loree Rodkin. Cuff with black 
diamonds and triple stack 
ring with black diamonds 
(right hand), both Thirteen 31. 
Sterling lemon quartz ring with 
diamonds (left hand),  
Meredith Marks
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What should others facing adversity keep in mind to aid them in 
reaching a positive outcome?
Perseverance and loyalty to yourself and those around you. 
Loving is the number one key. Loving yourself, what you’re 
doing, experiences, opportunity or even lack of opportunity.  
If you’re not getting what you want or need, take the steps  
to create opportunity. No matter how many times you feel like 
you’re failing, it’s just an illusion — there’s no such thing as 
failure if you’re doing everything you can. If you hold out and 
persevere, you will succeed.

I’m from Omaha and we didn’t have the opportunities that 
people have in bigger cities. I had a clear vision of what I wanted 
in life and never considered failure. I always envisioned success.

If you feel down about something, don’t ignore it. View it, 
understand what you’re feeling upset about and where it’s coming 
[from] inside yourself. Write down what you can do to move past 
it. Your attitude towards your life — towards everything can be 
the game changer.
How do you define your personal style?
Style is someone’s ‘beingness.’ It’s who they are inside, it’s 
their essence. My style is ever evolving. It’s classic yet eclectic.  
My fashion reflects my inner self. I like to have an element of stability 
and be grounded. Fashion pieces that are tailored to perfection 
will always look beautiful and transcend the season. I have  
a side that is very creative and adventurous. That’s my other style 
element — there’s always an edginess to it.

I wish that more women felt comfortable to explore their own 
personal style. If they could take a look at who they are on the 
inside, then that would reflect more clearly in what and how they 
can wear pieces. There are always ways to incorporate things that 
you want. It’s about giving yourself permission to do so.

How we dress is a pure reflection of who we are. It’s true 
about first impressions — when you walk into a room and you 
look like you’ve taken the time, you can convey who you are 
without words, and that’s a powerful thing.
Has motherhood altered your style?
Motherhood hasn’t necessarily altered my style. If anything it was 
important to maintain my own sense of self and who I am. I think 
having a son has made me more fashionable — more beautiful 
inwardly and outwardly. Giving life to something and loving 

something to such a deep extent allowed me to really radiate in  
a way that I never had before.
What would you say to new mothers looking to embrace their 
style identity?
Obviously there are periods when you won’t have time for 
yourself, but there are also moments when you [will]. When your 
baby is taking a nap, use that opportunity to meditate, pick your 
outfit for the next day or pre-select for the week — whatever it 
is that you feel. You can make sections in your closets of easy 
pieces to assemble. “What are the staple [pieces] that always make 
me feel and look beautiful and that I can throw on in a hurry?  
That won’t [make me] mad if they get dirty with food or peanut 
butter or baby spit up and lord knows what else?” It’s really about 
thinking ahead and using the time you have in your life — which 
is greatly diminished when you have a child — efficiently.
What are your top-five fashion and beauty must-haves?
When I was a kid, we didn’t have much money, so I bought most of 
my clothes at Goodwill. That developed my sense of style because 
I wore things from different eras. I would find a piece of clothing 
and change it and make it malleable to what I needed. My mother 
was a seamstress and also helped to make alterations for me.  
I’ve had this sort of eclectic sense of style since I was young.  
I felt very liberated to put whatever I wanted together.

If there’s a formula, I would say find a beautiful pair of black 
riding pants, jeans or leggings — beautiful, well-made leggings. 
A nice cardigan or sweater is versatile, as is a white button 
down shirt. A black slip dress is great to go from day to night.  
A really great fitted pencil skirt is beautiful on all women 
regardless of body type.
Your little boy is so cute! Have you noticed any personality quirks 
that make you laugh or smile? Has he made you simply scratch 
your head and say that it’s his father’s influence?
He is a total film-buff which is weird because I went to one baby 
class where they said “every child has an attention span of their 
age,” and I know that’s not true because he’ll sit and watch 
an entire film. He’s also very good with words, and if you say 
something, he’ll repeat it. He says “let it go” all the time, so if you 
say something, he’d say “let it go, go, go, go.” [He says] “let it go” 
and “Yoda”, which is something he gets from his father because 
his father is obsessed with Star Wars. As am I.

“No matter how many times you feel like you’re 
failing, it’s just an illusion — there’s no such thing as 

failure if you’re doing everything you can. If you hold 
out and persevere, you will succeed.”

Chiffon dress, BCBG MaxAzria. 
Cage lace up heels, Tania 

Spinelli. Diamond chandelier 
earrings, Loree Rodkin. White 

gold ring with diamonds 
(right hand) and cobblestone 

ring with diamonds (left 
hand), both LJ Cross 



Black and butterscotch strapless 
jumpsuit, Michael Kors. Lemon quartz 
earrings, Meredith Marks. Cuff with black 
diamonds and triple stack ring with black 
diamonds, both Thirteen 31 
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You make an appearance in the upcoming movie, Barely Lethal, 
directed by your husband, Kyle Newman, and starring your best 
friend, Jessica Alba. What was it like being on set?
I had just had a baby and he was only five weeks old at the time. 
My husband was gone for my last trimester and barely made it 
back for the birth — he did, thank god — but had to leave again. 
I brought the baby down and actually hung out with Jess, who’s 
been one of my best friends for 10 years and is also my son’s 
godmother. It was great to go down there because I felt that with 
her I had her guidance. It was fun to be with the baby on set and do 
a scene with my son. It was wonderful to be back on set and with 
my husband in a creative and fun environment. That’s what I’ve 
always wanted: for my kids to be raised in a creative environment.
What projects do you have on the horizon?
I have a baby line that’s coming out in April called Sapling Child. 
I’ve put so much energy and love into creating these designs.  
I wanted to create clothing that was non-toxic and healthy for kids, 
yet had a positive and fun message. This was me really tipping my 
hat to my baby, because these were things he loved.

I’m very excited for the next season of Hart of Dixie, which  
I think is our best season yet, and which came out January 9.

I also have a short film that premiered during London Fashion 
Week that I’m excited about. It includes the first song from my 
new collaboration with my bandmate J. Ralph. It’s funny because 
I was asked to make a short film and then if I could sing in it.  
Since we were working on our music, it was a perfect opportunity 
to meld the two projects.
What advice do you have for those trying to carve out a niche in 
their industry in this modern, fast-paced environment?
Do not succumb to the pace of the world. Know when to put the 
phone down, keep it by your side and disconnect electronically.

Be clear about what it is that you want to achieve. Write it 
down. Be practical about the steps you’re taking. Be forgiving of 
yourself if things don’t come in a time and manner that you want. 
Most importantly, have fun with any goal you want to achieve.

Success is definable only by you. Success is what you want in 
life that will make you happy. Success is the experience you have, 
so decide what that is for you. Don’t put limitations on yourself.  AD
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Chiffon and lace 
kaftan, Thomas Wilde.

Opposite: Net and 
sequin appliqué gown, 

Zuhair Murad. Lace 
heels, Bionda Castana


